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‘Who's Cooking: Christine
Fox makes hunter's stew.
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slice of town history

= North Hempstead's

oldest housing project,

historic black enclave,
set for first major fixes
since being built in '50

BY CHRISTINA HERNANDEZ

christina hernandez@newsday.com

Spinney Hill Homes, the pub- '
* lic housing complex that sits on

the Great Neck-Manhasset bor-

der, houses low-income ten-.
ants who say for years they -

have endured leaking ceilings,
a faulty heating system and bro-
ken handrails,

The housing project, 10 two-
story town house buildings with

. 102 units, has not had a signifi-

cant renovation since its con-
§truction in 1950. And because of

funding shortages, repairs have
beenlirited.

. “These apartments -are like
a Third ‘World“countty,” "said

resident Ruth - Freeman, 62,

tenant representative to the
North Hempstead Housing
Authority, which runs the
projéct and operates under
the auspices of state and feder-
al agencies.

Now, nearly 60 yéars afte:r it

~ was built, North Hempstead’s

oldest and largest* housing
project is being renovated —'a
$40-million undertaking made
possible -by funding that -in-
cludes tax credits for businesses
that invest in the project. And
with more federal money prom-
ised, housing authority officials

Among the common problems at the housing complex, this
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kitchen ceiling has been left to iéak and mold begins to grow.

“hope the tenovation marks a
‘turning point,

“It Seems like there’s finalfy a
light at the end of the tunnel,”
said Matthew Cuomo, housing
authority vice chairman.

"The housing project -came
into being after a 1947 survey of
substandard - housing in- the

town showed that nearly 200

‘public housing units were neéd-
ed in Manhasset, mostly in the
predominantly minority neigh-
borhivod bordering Great Neck
known as Spinney Hill, accord-
ing t6 a forthcoming book by
town historian Joan Kent.

Three years later, with state
funding, Spimney Hill Homes
was built.

Homes, keeps warm by a space heater because of

In a community where
former slaves once worshiped
and where the domestic work-
ers of grand, nearby estates
once resided, Spinney Hill
Homes became an enclave of
the black working poor in one
of Long Island’s wealthiest
towns — a distinction that re-
mains toddy.

Complex makeover

Three other housing projects
were built a few years later in
the town: 52-unit Pond View
Homes in- Manhasset, 66-unit
Laurel Homes in Roslyn, and
66-unit Harbor Homes im Port
‘Washington. -All three were re-
cently renovated.
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Ruth Freeman, 62, a tenant representative 1o the operator of Spinney Hill

problems with the

town house heating system: At right, steps to a unit have been ieft to.crumble,

(inally gets its facelift

Because it was considered
the most structurally sound
and, sitting on a .steep incline
on Pond Hill Road, was the
most difficult and expensive to
repair, Spinney Hill Homes is
the last slated for renovation,
officials said.

It has taken about three
years for the housing authority
and the renovation developer,
the Lake Success-based Whit-
ney Capital Company Llc, to
amass the funding needed to
overhaul Spinney Hill Homes.
While money comes from state
and federal grants, about half
of the work will be paid for by
tax credits, officials said,

The state grants tax credits
to housing authorities, which
sell the credits, typically to cor-
porations that get to write off
the payment. The money from
the tax credit sale funds the
housing project.

“Without the tax credits,”
Cuomo said, “we’re half short.”

North Hempstead hds used
tax credits before, and housing
authorities across New York
are relying on them more, said
Adam Glantz of the state office
of the Department of Housing
and ' Urban Development.
“What they're doing may be
the wave of the future,”

To participate in the tax cred-
it market, Spinney Hill Homes
had to be privatized, Cuomo
said. It was sold to a new limit-
ed partnership, in which- the
housing authority board of di--
rectors became the company’s
board-and general partner and’



An artist's rendering shows
what Spinney Hill Homes,
right, will look like after its
first major renovation in the
six decades since it was
built. It has taken about
three years for the housing
authority and a developer to
amass funds to begin the
$40-millicn makeover.

the private investor that
bought the tax credits became
limited pariner. The property
will remain an affordable, low-
income housing project and
will still be run by the housing
authority board, Cuomo said.
Even as officials were garner-
ing the money to overhaul Spin-
ney Hill Homes, the buildings
were falling further .into disre-

pair and getting mlmmal main-
tenance.
The housing authonty,

which collects ‘rent, depends
on the rent money t6 fund re-
pairs. The rent roll often is in-
sufficient because tenants
make 40 percent to 60 percent
below the area’s median in-
come; the income of a single

tenant ranges from $27,200 to
$40,800.

Apartments in disrepair

At Suzanne Hampton's apart-
ment recently, brown tape
along the doorway and ceiling
covets cracks on the white inte-

rior walls. In the kitchen, leak-

ing water has caused tiles on

the floor to crumble, creating a

hole that Hampton, 55, covers
with-cardboard.

“They should have kept
these places up,” said Hamp-
ton, who has lived in the apart-
merit for several decades.

. For the renovation — expect-
ed to last 20 months — the
buildings will ‘be gutted, leav-
ing. only the foundation and

framing. The 157 tenants will be
moved to buildings that offi-

cials have allowed to go vacant

of to apartments in other hous-
ing authority units,

While  they're gone, the red
brick and brown siding on the

outside walls will be traded for

vinyl siding of ye]]ow, blue and
other colors. Flat roofs will be re-
placed with pitched roofs. Win-
dows, doors, plumbing and elec-

tricity will be new. Appliances

will be Energy Star rated. “The
place is going to be trans-
formed,” said Damd Gallo, vice

president and principal of W]:ut—_

ney Capital.

And officials say the build-
ings will stay that way. The
state Division of Housing and

Preserving hentage on ﬂ .

BY CHRISTINA HERNANDEZ

christina.hernandez@newsday.com

Dedrick Johnson and Llevd Means
want to use a documentary film to
memorialize the African-American
gstory of Spinney Hill before it’s too

te

The men grew up in the neighbor-
hood that straddles Manhasset and
Great Neck and say they have watched
as black residents have moved away..

“The population of African-Ameri-
cans has really diminished,” said
Johnson, 43, of Manhasset. “That’s sad
because we have such a rich history
there”

Since 2007, Means, a Cablevision
engineer, and Johnson, a transcription-
ist, have spent hours researching and
conducting more than a dozen inter-
views for the documentary they plan
to release this year.

Though the film will focusion the

1950s, *60s and '70s, it will also explore
recent developments, as blacks have
left Spinney Hill for more affordable
Hempstead and Roosevelt.

The most recent census figures
available support their thesis. The -

" number of white residents in the cen-
‘'sus tract that includes Spinney Hill

increased to 3,696 in 2000, from 3,523
in 1990. During the same period, the -
number of blacks droppeg to 995, from
1,179.

Means, 42, is among those who left
the area despite his fond memories
there. “Growing up on Spinney Hill,”
he said, “you walk into any establxsh
ment . . .they knew who you were.”

But Means, who moved to Baldwin
to raise a family, said Spinney Hill
“wasn’t an affordable community.”

Nevertheless, he wants residents to -

know their “history is now preserved”
in film. “If the demographics totally
change,” Means said} itispreseived”

Documentary by Lioyd Means, left, and
Dedrick Johinson:may be released this: year,

Community Renewal is increas-
ing the nmimber of Section 8
vouchers to the housing author-
ity from four to 80 — the “guar-
anteed source of income”. it
needs to keep Spinney Hi.ll
Homes in quality condition,
said board member Bette Segal.

The vouchers guarantee that
the “federal government ~ will
pay the portion of the market
rate uncovered by rent, which
is 30 percent of a tenarnit’s”in-
come. The number of vouchers
is based on project cost and
how much money is needed to
keep the units affordable, offi-
cials said.

“Everything will be new, from
the walls ini,” Segal'said, “and we
should be able to maintain it.”

NEWSDAY PHOTO / ANA P. GUTIERREZ

| LI Life

" named for the farming
“family-that lived there
“centuries ago, said North
‘Hempstead town histori-




